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difficulties except to say that I believe that these difficulties
can only be solved bv Indians themselves because they are so
closely bound up with the whole Indian way of life and
outlook. Whatever we can do to assist we srall do.
*' My colleagues are going out to India resolved to succeed
and 1 am sure everyone will wish them god-speed."
The first speaker in the general debate was Mr. Godfrey
Nicholson ^Conservative), a member of the recent Parliamen-
tary Delegation to Incia.
He said he found India after eleven years* absence a chang-
ed countrv. She was now p .litically adult and was in the
position of a young man who says to h:s parents* " I no
longer want to remain under your tutenge. 1 wisn to manage
my own affairs."
He continued that the Cabinet Mission's main task would
not be to make decisions LU: to get the Indians to make
decisions and convince them of Britain's sincerity that she
wished India to be free from direcr control from the British
Parliament and Whitehall in the near future.
Dealing with the question of Pakistan, he hoped the
Mission would not be led away into doing more than making
minimum decisions or placing the responsibility of boundaries
on the shoulders of tftis country. Tnat would be a cardinal
blunder.
He added, " I am afraid of this Mission being led away to
take too much upon itself and entering into commitments
which we will find it hard to honour and will have little
chance of success in India."
Mrs. Nichol (Labour), another member of the Delegation to
India, said that a settlement of the Indian problem would
provide the acid test of statesmanship for the Labour Govern^
ment. There was no shortage of political leadership in India*
and there was a very high level of moral and intellectual in-
tegrity. Departure of the British could not be delayed and all
that remained was the manner of their going.
Mr. R. Hopkin Morris (Liberal), member of the Delegation*
to India, said that everyone was anxious that India should
take her rightful place in world affairs.
Professor Richards (Labour), leader of the Delegation, who
was Under-Secretary for India in the first Labour Government?
said the Mission was going out to assist at the birth of a new